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5-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN RELEASED

The development of the Caesar Rodney School District Strategic Plan 
was a community-wide effort led by a committee of 35 individuals 
representing students, teachers, parents, support staff, administra-
tors, central  office staff, and business leaders.  The committee met to 
review stakeholder feedback, which was used to make adjustments 
and recommendations to the Board of Education who adopted the 
plan. The full 14-page Strategic Plan can be found on the district 
website at: crk12.org/strategic. 
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“Where Educational Excellence is a Tradition”

Return of  the CR Report
       It is our pleasure to share with you the first edition of the CR Report delivered 
to your home! As we enter into the New Year, the Caesar Rodney School District is 
committed to communicating regularly and openly with the members of our district 
and community.

     As the headline to the left shows, the district released its new strategic plan on 
November 28. We view this plan as a working document focused on five overarching 
goals. Strategies to meet these goals will be accomplished and updated to grow with 
us over the next five years. We’d like to thank the members of the steering commit-
tee, the over 1,500 students, staff and community members who completed surveys 
and those who served on one of the 15 focus groups. We are developing a monitoring 
process so that we can remain focused and communicate progress to the community.

     On Monday, December 5, we held our first town meeting to begin to share ini-
tial thoughts and gather feedback on the maintenance, growth and expansion of our 
facilities across the district. It is exciting to talk about what Caesar Rodney may look 
like 5, 10, 15 years from now and hear directly from the community on their views as 
well. We encourage all members of the community to join us for future meetings as 
we discuss how our facilities will continue to support the amazing programs offered 
to our students.

     Before Winter Break we launched the application process for a new initiative called 
the Superintendent’s Student Council. This council will be composed of students from 
each middle school, our countywide programs and from the high school. They will 
meet in January, March and May with me and other district and community leaders to 
share what they like about their education and schools as well as what they feel would 
make their experiences even better. 

     We will be reaching out to the community for help in bringing our strategic plan 
to life and look forward to sharing future accomplishments as well as challenges so 
together we can continue the district’s tradition of excellence!  Together, We Are CR! 

Dr. Christine Alois, Superintendent
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FOLLOW CR ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

BOARD MEETINGS:
 
January 17, 2023: Nellie Hughes Stokes
                              Elementary School

February 21, 2023: Caesar Rodney High School

March 21, 2023: Star Hill Elementary School

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS:

Jessica Marelli, President 

Dave Failing, Vice-President

Mike Marasco 

Dr. Joyce Denman

P. Scott Wilson

The CR Report is a 
publication created 
exclusively for the 

Caesar Rodney 
Community. 

For questions or  
comments, please  

contact Mike Williams, 
Public Information  

Officer at: 
david.williams@cr.k12.de.us 

CRSD Welcomes Back 
Dr. Jessilene Corbett as Assistant 

Superintendent
     After spending the last year as the 
Deputy Secretary for the Delaware De-
partment of Human Resources (DHR), 
Dr. Jessilene Corbett was chosen by the 
Caesar Rodney Board of Education to 
become the Assistant Superintendent to 
serve in the administration of Superin-
tendent Dr. Christine Alois. Dr. Corbett 
returned to the district in October 2022.

     Dr. Corbett previously worked in the 
Caesar Rodney School District for 23 
years.  During her tenure with the district, 
she was a classroom teacher, teaching both 
regular and special education 7th and 8th 
grade English/ Language Arts and Social 
Studies.  In 2005, Dr. Corbett became the 
assistant principal at Fred Fifer III Middle 
School.  In 2010, she became the principal 
at Dover Air Base Middle School, and after 
that school year, she returned to Fifer Middle School as the principal.  Starting in 2014, 
Dr. Corbett accepted the position of Supervisor of Instruction, where she worked with 
students, teachers, counselors, administrators, families, and community stakeholders 
with a focus on Visual and Performing Arts (K-12), secondary Career and Technical 
Education, health and physical education (K-12), special education (Birth-21), and 
state testing. 

     Superintendent Alois stated, “Dr. Corbett’s extensive education experience in the 
district combined with her many other talents, certainly make her a perfect addition 
to the CR leadership team.”

     Additionally, Dr. Corbett is a graduate of Wilmington University with Bachelor and 
Master’s degrees, as well as earning her doctorate from Delaware State University in 
School Leadership.  

Dr. Jessilene E. Corbett

Caesar Rodney Supports 
Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway 

      On November 21, the Caesar Rodney School District joined an impressive list 
of co-sponsors to support the Dover Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance’s 
“Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway.” We participated in an additional Thanksgiving Tur-

key Giveaway at London Village Baptist Chapel 
with our London Village Community Collabo-
rative Partners: Neighbor Good Partners, We 
Are Worthy Community Resources, Delaware 
State Police, and London Village Baptist Chapel.

        At Caesar Rodney, we view our education 
system as a pillar in a continuum of care for our 
students and their families that we serve.  As such, 
we endeavor to model the qualities and attributes 
that we expect from our students.  Volunteerism is 
essential to ensuring these types of events have the 
intended impact.  A great cross section of Caesar 

Rodney students relinquished free-time, and 
staff committed personal-time-off to volun-
teer at both events.  This ensured that many 
deserving families received an opportunity 

to have a Thanksgiving meal.  This demonstrates the character of our students and staff; 
and exemplifies what it means to be a Rider.    

Cliffon Howell, Coordinator 
      of Equity & Diversity

Caesar Rodney High School Lacrosse Team Members
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Fred Fifer III Middle School   
Teacher Ken Begor Honored by                           

Philadelphia Eagles

      The students and teachers at Fifer Middle School recently  held  a “Clap-Out” cere-
mony for sixth-grade Math teacher Ken Begor to congratulate and honor him for being 
selected as one of the 2022 Philadelphia Eagles/Nuryon All-Pro Teachers.  Congratula-
tions Mr. Begor!
     The Philadelphia Eagles and Nouryon recognize outstanding teachers in the DE/
PA/NJ region for their contribution to their students, school, and community. Now 
in its eighth year, the All-Pro Teachers program honors exceptional fifth through twel-
veth-grade teachers for their commitment to education.

CRHS Fall 2022 All-State & 
All-Conference AthletesSuperintendent’s 

Student Council Gets Underway

 
      The Caesar Rodnay School District recently introduced the Superintendent's Student 

Council (SSC).  The SSC will represent a diverse team of student voices from across the 
district. The purpose of the SSC will be for students to engage with the Superintendent 
in meaningful dialogue to share their positive experiences as well as ways to improve 
their school experience.  This solutions focused group will also engage in leadership 
development activities, and is expected to facilitate valuable two-way communications      
between the superintendent and the students. 
   
      Students starting in grade 6 are eligible to be members. Students will apply for a seat 
on the council. Meetings will occur every other month with transportation provided by 
the district from their schools to the meeting locations both in district and in the com-
munity. Membership will include students from each middle school, the Countywide 
Programs and from Caesar Rodney High School. 

Honorable Mention 
All-Conference
Nathan Cecchett – Boys Soccer 
Elianna Dyer – Volleyball 
Vanessa Gaines – Cross Country
Dathan Ivory – Cross Country
Natalie Lewis - Cross Country
Rachel Smith - Field Hockey

Second Team All-District 
(Football)
Richard Smith, Jr.
Kevin Takizala 

Honorable Mention 
All-District 
(Football)
Tylor Flynn; Tyler Pitts 
Parker Smith; Tanner Smith

2022 Henlopen Conference 
Regular Season 
Team Champions
Boys Cross Country
Girls Cross Country 

2022 Henlopen Conference 
Coach of the Year
Girls Cross Country – 
Mike Tucci

First Team All-State
Thaddeus Glasser – Boys Soccer
Trevor Sullivan – Boys Soccer

Second Team All-State
Pierce Cheslock – Boys Soccer
Maddox Downs – Cross Country
Alexandra Mardesich – Volleyball
Peyton Shields – Field Hockey

First Team All-Conference
Jonathan Bush - Cross Country
Ian Cain – Cross Country 
Pierce Cheslock – Boys Soccer 
Maddox Downs –  Cross Country
Melissa Eddy – Volleyball 
Thaddeus Glasser – Boys Soccer 
Alexandra Mardesich - Volleyball 
Ammar McNair - Unified Flag FB 
Peyton Shields - Field Hockey 
Trevor Sullivan – Boys Soccer 
Bree Talley – Cross Country

Second Team All-Conference
Abigail Cholewa - Field Hockey 
Patrick Craig - Cross Country
Evan Easton - Cross Country
Derek Hawkins – Boys Soccer 
Dreux Lail – Cross Country
Celeste Matos-Carde– Cross Country
Bailey Minear - Field Hockey 
Sawyer Ott – Boys Soccer 
Griffin Spana – Cross Country 
Ethan Stant - Boys Soccer 
Reagan White – Volleyball

Follow 
RIDERSSPORTS.COM 

for all the CRHS varsity 
team schedules and results! 
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Caesar Rodney High School: 52 Rider Band members performed in Walt Disney 
World’s Magic Kingdom parade on Friday, December 2. The students prepared festive 
music, had the opportunity to go backstage, and acted as "Honorary Disney Cast Mem-
bers" through their performance at the park. The Florida trip took place from November 
30 - December 3. 

CAESAR RODNEY SCHOOL NEWS 

Nellie Stokes Elementary: The Book Vending Machine has arrived and all students & 
staff are excited! It is filled with a variety of high interest books in English, Spanish, and 
Haitian Creole. Stokes scholars have been excited to select books from the vending ma-
chine. Scholars have an opportunity to earn special “I love books” tokens so they can se-
lect their book of choice. They have earned these special tokens for showing their Stokes 
PRIDE, CRushing a goal, or for making a good choice throughout the day. The school 
will work with the student council, the PBIS team, and the Riders are Readers team to 
establish more incentives for scholars to earn the “I love books” tokens. 

David E. Robinson Elementary: The 2022-2023 Safety Patrol Pinning Ceremony 
was held in September. State Police Lt. Don Coleman and Cpl/2 Daniel Barry pinned 
25 fifth-grade students to take on the responsibility of keeping our students and build-
ing safe. Robinson's Safety Patrol Officers are stationed throughout the hallways during 
arrival and dismissal. They ensure that students make safe choices, help them reach their 
destination, and become role models for their peers. We are grateful that these students 
have stepped up as Robinson leaders.

W. Reily Brown Elementary: In late October, the Student Lighthouse Team helped 
receive a generous donation of school supplies from WSFS Director of Community Strat-
egy Vernita Dorsey. Reily Brown was one of three schools chosen from throughout the 
state selected as a recipient of WSFS’s annual supply drive supported by WSFS Associ-
ates. During the time with Ms. Dorsey, the students shared what makes Brown a great 
school. Ms. Dorsey sent an e-mail after her visit saying, "The students were wonderful, 
expressed themselves well, and were a fantastic representation of Reily Brown Elemen-
tary School." 

Maj. George Welch Elementary: Fifer Orchards hosted Welch Elementary in Oc-
tober for the annual “Popcorn with Heroes” event.  Welch students were encouraged to 
bring the heroes in their lives to Fifer Orchards to show their appreciation and support.  
Families were given pumpkins and goodie bags full of treats while they watch It’s the 
Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown under the stars. 

Star Hill: Caesar Rodney School District’s Early Intervention Program and the Charl-
ton Pre-K students of Star Hill took part in Fire Prevention Month by welcoming the 
Camden-Wyoming Fire Department for a visit in October.  Students took part in learn-
ing the ASL sign for firefighter, sang songs, and had a tour of a fire truck and ambulance. 
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Allen Frear Elementary: As Delaware’s first official Litter Free School Zone in part-
nership with the Governor’s Office and Keep DE Beautiful, Allen Frear hosted a press 
conference earlier this fall, introducing the program.  Members of the Eco-Team dis-
cussed the importance of keeping communities litter free and students participated in a 
litter clean-up event on campus. Students worked in teams to walk the school grounds 
to pick up trash, collect data on recyclables vs. trash volume, and signed an agreement to 
commit to a Litter Free School Zone. 

J. Ralph McIlvaine Early Childhood 
Center: Mrs. Coleman’s STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Math) class 
conduct an expirement to learn about the 
water cycle and making it “Rain in a Cup” 
using shaving cream, water, and food col-
oring. 

W.B. Simpson Elementary: Simpson students completed their annual fundraiser this 
fall in support of the PTO. The money raised is intended to support many events and ac-
tivities for the school.  Enough money has been raised over the past few years to purchase 
additional playground equipment that will be installed in April 2023.  As an incentive, 
when students earn more money, they win more prizes.  The entire school voted on staff 
members they wanted to see get a pie in the face.  Students who earned over $225 were 
eligible to pie two staff members while the entire school watched!  

Magnolia Middle: Accepting the impact 
of sensory input from the environment 
is essential in understanding behaviors. 
Classrooms, hallways and cafeterias can 
quickly become noisy and overwhelming, 
leading to inappropriate and challenging 
behaviors. Magnolia staff decided to cre-
ate a quiet space, designated for students 
to retreat to when feeling overwhelmed 
and overloaded by the sensory input from 
the immediate environment. The calming 
space will provide students with time and 
space to calm their sensory systems and 
take control of their emotions again.

F. Niel Postlethwait Middle: In early November, students from the enrichment 
cluster, the Business Professionals of America, the Technology Student Association, and 
the National Junior Honor Society collected items and made blankets to prepare com-
fort-kits for persons in the community that are homeless or in need. In addition, students 
put hygiene items in with the blankets. 
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Caesar Rodney High School Unified Flag Football Head Coach Skye Boris and senior Ammar McNair 
celebrate winning the DIAA State Championship vs Newark Charter School on December 10, 2022.  
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Dover Air Base Middle: The peer-to-peer Anchored 4 Life Club was started  to pro-
vide students with opportunities to enhance leadership skills, build character, improve 
self-esteem and connect with their community. After receiving training their goal is to 
provide encouragement to the student body by sharing weekly leadership quotes, and 
by offering comfort to students moving to and from Air Base Middle and those dealing 
with family deployments. 

John S. Charlton School: The 
students and staff of the Charlton 
School & CR Countywide pro-
grams enjoyed a special Hawaiian 
themed Homecoming party in 
October to celebrate the 2022 
district homecoming week. An-
drew was named Homecoming 
King and Miyah was announced 
as Homecoming Queen amid en-
thusiastic dancing and many pho-
tos.  All the students enjoyed the 
party and will remember the fun 
for a long time.


